
7th Annual Asian Pacific American Read-In Week
Recommended Booklist

May 2nd - May 6th, 2022

TABLE OF CONTENTS

I. TK - 2nd Grade Recommended Books …………… pg 2
II. 3rd - 5th Grade Recommended Books …………… pg 3

III. 6th - 8th Grade Recommended Books …………… pg 4
IV. 9th - 12th Grade Recommended Books …………… pg 5
V. Additional Recommended Books …………… pg 6

1
oaklandedfund.org/read/

https://www.oaklandedfund.org/programs/volunteer/read-in/


TK - 2nd Grade Recommended Books

Clever Little Witch by Muon Thi Van, Hyewon Yum (Illustrator)
Little Linh is the cleverest little witch on Mãi Mãi island. She has everything she
could need: a trusty broomstick, a powerful spell book, and a magical pet mouse.
She also has a new brother named Baby Phu, and she does not like him one bit. He
crashes her broomstick, eats pages out of her spell book, and keeps her up all
night. Little Linh tried giving Baby Phu away, but nobody will take him, not even the
Orphanage for Lost and Magical Creatures.

Juna’s Jar by Jane Bakh, Felicia Hoshino
Sometimes a simple, everyday object can take you away on great adventures. Juna
and her best friend, Hector, have many adventures together, and they love to
collect things in empty kimchi jars. Then one day, Hector unexpectedly moves away
without having a chance to say good-bye. Juna is heartbroken and left to wonder
who will go on adventures with her. Determined to find Hector, Juna turns to her
special kimchi jar for help each night. She plunges into the depths of the ocean,
swings on vines through the jungle, and flies through the night sky in search of her
friend. What Juna finds is that adventure and new friends can be found in the most
unexpected places.

LIFT by Minh Le, Dan Satat (Illustrator)
Iris loves to push the elevator buttons in her apartment building, but when it's time
to share the fun with a new member of the family, she's pretty put out. That is, until
the sudden appearance of a mysterious new button opens up entire realms of
possibility, places where she can escape and explore on her own. But when she's
forced to choose between going at it alone or letting her little brother tag along, Iris
finds that sharing a discovery with the people you love can be the most wonderful
experience of all.

Our Favorite Day by Joowon Oh
With its spare text and wonderfully warm watercolor and cut-paper illustrations
just begging to be poured over, Joowon Oh’s tale of the singular love between a
grandfather and granddaughter will nestle within the heart of every reader.

Puddle by Hyewon Yum
One rainy day, a little boy is upset because he can't go out and play. His mom
comes up with a way to keep him entertained--by drawing a picture of herself and
him going outside, playing in the rain, and splashing in a giant puddle. They have so
much fun drawing themselves that they decide to venture out and make the most
of the rainy weather.
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3rd – 5th Grade Recommended Books

How to Solve a Problem: The Rise and (And Falls) of a Rock Climbing
Champion by Ashima Shiraishi, Yao Xiao (Illustrator)
To a rock climber, a boulder is called a "problem," and you solve it by climbing to the
top. There are twists and turns, falls and scrapes, and obstacles that seem
insurmountable until you learn to see the possibilities within them. And then there is the
moment of triumph, when there's nothing above you but sky and nothing below but a
goal achieved. Ashima Shiraishi draws on her experience as a world-class climber in this
story that challenges readers to tackle the problems in their own lives and rise to greater
heights than they would have ever thought possible.

Redwoods by Jason Chin
An ordinary train ride becomes and extraordinary trip to the great ancient forests. A
subway trip is transformed when a young boy happens upon a book about redwood
forests. As he reads the information unfolds, and with each new bit of knowledge, he
travels--all the way to California to climb into the Redwood canopy. Crammed with
interesting and accurate information about these great natural wonders, Jason Chin's
first book is innovative nonfiction set within a strong and beautiful picture storybook.

Chef Roy Choi and the Street Food Remix by June Jo Lee, Jacqueline Briggs
Martin, and Man One (Illustrator)
"Sohn maash" is the flavors in our fingertips. It is the love and cooking talent that Korean
mothers and grandmothers mix into their handmade foods. For Chef Roy Choi, food
means love. It also means culture, not only of Korea where he was born, but the many
cultures that make up the streets of Los Angeles, where he was raised. So remixing food
from the streets, just like good music—and serving it up from a truck—is true to L.A.
food culture. People smiled and talked as they waited in line. Won't you join him as he
makes good food smiles?

The Fearless Flights of Hazel Yang Lee by Julie Leung, Julie Kwon (Illustrator)
Growing up in Honolulu with the Pacific Ocean as his backyard, Duke Kahanamoku
learned to swim and surf at a young age. By his early twenties, Duke's lightning-fast
swimming won him a place on the 1912 United States Olympic team and a gold medal in
the 100-meter freestyle race. Over the years Duke struggled with racism and financial
troubles, but by the end of his twenty-year Olympic career, he was a six-time medal
winner. Although a swimming champion, Duke's passion was surfing. He traveled the
world, introducing surfboarding to Australia and the east and west coasts of the U.S.
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6th – 8th Grade Recommended Books

When you Trap a Tiger by Tae Keller
When Lily and her family move in with her sick grandmother, a magical tiger straight out
of her halmoni's Korean folktales arrives, prompting Lily to unravel a secret family
history. Long, long ago, Halmoni stole something from the tigers. Now they want it back.
And when one of the tigers approaches Lily with a deal--return what her grandmother
stole in exchange for Halmoni's health--Lily is tempted to agree. But deals with tigers are
never what they seem!

In the Year of the Boar and Jackie Robinson by Bette Bao Lord, Marc Simont
Shirley Temple Wong sails from China to America with a heart full of dreams. Her new
home is Brooklyn, New York. America is indeed a land full of wonders, but Shirley
doesn't know any English, so it's hard to make friends. Then a miracle happens: baseball!
It's 1947, and Jackie Robinson, star of the Brooklyn Dodgers, is a superstar. Suddenly
Shirley is playing stickball with her class and following Jackie as he leads the Brooklyn
Dodgers to victory after victory. With her hero smashing assumptions and records on
the ball field, Shirley begins to feel that America is truly the land of opportunity—and
perhaps has also become her real home.

Pippa Park Raises her Game by Erin Yun
Readers will cheer on Pippa Park in this wonderful middle school book about
friendships, bullying, crushes, and family. In this relatable story, Pippa reinvents herself
and discovers who she really is on and off the basketball court. When Pippa gets a
mysterious basketball scholarship to Lakeview Private, she jumps at the chance to
reinvent herself. At school, Pippa juggles old and new friends, a crush, and the pressure
to get As and score points while keeping her past and family’s laundromat a secret from
her elite new classmates.

Unsettled by Reem Faruqi
When her family moves from Pakistan to Peachtree City, all Nurah wants is to blend in,
yet she stands out for all the wrong reasons. Nurah’s accent, floral-print kurtas, and
tea-colored skin make her feel excluded, until she meets Stahr at swimming tryouts. And
in the water Nurah doesn’t want to blend in. She wants to win medals like her star
athlete brother, Owais—who is going through struggles of his own in the U.S. Yet when
sibling rivalry gets in the way, she makes a split-second decision of betrayal that changes
their fates. Ultimately Nurah slowly gains confidence in the form of strong swimming
arms, and also gains the courage to stand up to bullies, fight for what she believes in,
and find her place.

This is Just a Test by Madelyn Rosenberg, Wendy Wan-Long Shang
Life is harsh on the teeming streets of Chennai, India, so when runaway sisters Viji and
Rukku arrive, their prospects look grim. Very quickly, eleven-year-old Viji discovers how
vulnerable they are in this uncaring, dangerous world. Fortunately, the girls find
shelter—and friendship—on an abandoned bridge that's also the hideout of Muthi and
Arul, two homeless boys, and the four of them soon form a family of sorts. And while
making their living scavenging the city's trash heaps is the pits, the kids find plenty to
take pride in, too.
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9th – 12th Grade Recommended Book Highlights

Want by Cindy Pon
Set in a near-future Taipei plagued by pollution, a group of teens risk everything to save
their city in this thrilling novel. Jason Zhou survives in a divided society where the elite
use their wealth to buy longer lives. The rich wear special suits, protecting them from the
pollution and viruses that plague the city, while those without suffer illness and early
deaths. Frustrated by his city’s corruption and still grieving the loss of his mother who
died as a result of it, Zhou is determined to change things, no matter the cost.

Parachutes by Kelly Yang
They’re called parachutes: teenagers dropped off to live in private homes and study in
the United States while their wealthy parents remain in Asia. Claire Wang never thought
she’d be one of them, until her parents pluck her from her privileged life in Shanghai and
enroll her at a high school in California. Suddenly she finds herself living in a stranger’s
house, with no one to tell her what to do for the first time in her life. She soon embraces
her newfound freedom.

Super Fake Love Song by David Yoon
When Sunny meets Cirrus, he can't believe how cool and confident she is. So when Cirrus
mistakenly thinks Sunny plays guitar, he accidentally winds up telling her he's the front
man of a rock band. Before he knows it, Sunny is knee-deep in the lie: He gets his best
friends to form a fake band with him and starts dressing like a rock star. But no way can
he trick this amazing girl into thinking he's cool, right? Just when Sunny is about to come
clean, Cirrus asks to see them play sometime. Gulp. Now there's only one thing to do:
Fake it till you make it.

The Marvelous Mirza Girls by Sheba Karim
To cure her post-senior year slump, made worse by the loss of her aunt Sonia, Noreen
decides to follow her mom on a gap year trip to New Delhi, hoping India can lessen her
grief and bring her voice back. In the world’s most polluted city, Noreen soon meets kind,
handsome Kabir, who introduces her to the wonders of this magical, complicated place.
With the help of Kabir—plus Bollywood celebrities, fourteenth-century ruins, karaoke
parties, and Sufi saints—Noreen discovers new meanings for home. But when a family
scandal erupts, Noreen and Kabir must face complex questions in their own relationship:
What does it mean to truly stand by someone—and what are the boundaries of love?

I’ll Be the One by Lyla Lee
Skye Shin has heard it all. Fat girls shouldn’t dance. Wear bright colors. Shouldn’t call
attention to themselves. But Skye dreams of joining the glittering world of K-Pop, and to
do that, she’s about to break all the rules that society, the media, and even her own
mother, have set for girls like her. She’ll challenge thousands of other performers in an
internationally televised competition looking for the next K-pop star, and she’ll do it
better than anyone else. Skye has her sights on becoming the world’s first plus-sized
K-pop star, and that means winning the competition—without losing herself.
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Full List of Recommended Books
Organized first by grade level, then author’s last name

Please keep in mind that there are many, many more books out there! The following are a few of
our favorites compiled with the help of our Read-in partners.

Title Author First
Name

Author Last
Name

Grade
Levels

Golden Domes and Silver Lanterns: A Muslim Book of Colors Hena Khan TK - K
Pool JiHyeon Lee TK - K
Round is a Moon Cake Grace Lin TK - K
Suho’s White Horse: A Mongolian Legend Suekichi Akaba TK - 1
New Clothes for New Years’ Day Hyun-joo Bae TK - 1
Ninja! Arree Chung TK - 1
How My Parents Learned to Eat Ina Friedman TK - 1
Lady Hahn and Her Seven Friends Yumi Heo TK - 1
Peek!: A Thai Hide-and-Seek Mingfong Ho TK - 1
Little Kunoichi, The Ninja Girl Sanae Ishida TK - 1
Exotic Fruit Huy Vuon Lee TK - 1
Bringing in the New Year Grace Lin TK - 1
Dim Sum for Everyone! Grace Lin TK - 1
Kite Flying Grace LIN TK - 1
Thanking the Moon Grace Lin TK - 1
Dear Juno Soyung Pak TK - 1
Bee-Bim Bop! Linda Sue Park TK - 1
The Firekeeper’s Son Linda Sue Park TK - 1
My Mother’s Sari Sandhya Rao TK - 1
I live in Tokyo Mari Takabayashi TK - 1
Crab Cake: Turning the Tide Together Andrea Tsurumi TK - 1
In a Village By the Sea Muon Van TK - 1

The Lost Horse Ed Young TK - 1

Mom, It’s My First Day of Kindergarten! Hyewon Yum TK - 1
Dingding Ningning, Singsing & other Fun Tagalog
Words Tricia Capistrano TK - 2

Amy Wu and the Perfect Bao Kat Zhang TK - 2
We Are Inspiring: The Stories of 32 Inspirational Asian
American Women Angel Trazo TK - 2

No Kimchi For Me! Aram Kim TK - 2

Hi’iaka Battles the Wind Gabrielle Ahuli’l TK - 2

Let Me Finish! Minh Le TK - 2
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The Discovery of Fireworks and Gunpowder: The Asian
Hall of Fame Oliver Chin

TK - 2

Sam and the Lucky Money Karen Chinn TK - 2

The Name Jar Yangsook Choi TK - 2

The Empty Pot Demi Demi TK - 2

Snow Angel, Sand Angel Lois Ann-Yamanaka TK - 2

Drum Dream Girl: How One Girl's Courage Changed Music Margarita Engle TK - 2

Grandfather Gandhi Arun Gandhi TK - 2

Red Kite, Blue Kite Ji-Li Jiang TK - 2

Big Red Lollipop Rukhsana Khan TK - 2

Cora Cooks Pancit Dorna K. Lazo Gilmore TK - 2

Henry’s First-Moon Birthday Lenore Look TK - 2

Polka Dot Penguin Pottery Lenore Look TK - 2

Uncle Peter’s Amazing Chinese Wedding Lenore Look TK - 2

Brush of the Gods Lenore Look TK - 2

Henry’s First-Moon Birthday Lenore Look TK - 2

Yeh-Shen Ai Ling & Ed Louie & Young TK - 2

My Chinatown: One Year in Poems Kam Mak TK - 2

Take Me Out to the Yakyu Aaron Meshon TK - 2

Ganesha’s Sweet Tooth Sanjay Patel TK - 2

Dumpling Soup Jama Kim Rattigan TK - 2

My First Book of Tagalog Words Liana Romulo TK - 2

The Last Kappa of Old Japan Sunny Seki TK - 2

Yuko-Chan and the Daruma Doll Sunny Seki TK - 2

Tiger in My Soup Kashmira Sheth TK - 2

Monsoon Afternoon Kashmira Sheth TK - 2

Noodle Magic Roseanne Thong TK - 2

Suki’s Kimono Chieri Uegaki TK - 2

Hana Hashimoto Sixth Violin Chieri Uegaki TK - 2

The Emperor and the Kite Jane Yolen TK - 2

Lon Po Po: A Red-Riding Hood Story from China Ed Young TK - 2

The House Baba Built: An Artist's Childhood in China Ed Young TK - 3

Pan de Sal Saves the Day Norma Chikiamco TK - 7

The Redwoods Jason Chin TK - 8

Minji’s Salon Eun-hee Choung K - 1

Oh, Oh, Baby Boy! Janine Macbeth K - 1
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The Tale of the Lucky Cat Sunny Seki K - 1

The Whispering Cloth Peggy Shea K - 1

The Story of Chopsticks Ying
Chang
Compenstine K - 2

The Sun Girl and the Moon Boy: A Korean Folktale Yangsook Choi K - 2

Grandma and the Great Gourd: A Bengali Folk Tale Chitra Divakaruni K - 2

Katie Woo Series Fran Manushkin K - 2

Grandfather’s Journey Allen Say K - 2

Emma’s Rug Allen Say K - 2

Tea with Milk Allen Say K - 2

Grandfather’s Journey Allen Say K - 2

Emma’s Rug Allen Say K - 2

The Chinese Siamese Cat Amy Tan K - 2

The Mats Francisco Arcellana K - 3

Ruby's Wish Shirin Yim Bridges K - 3

The Chinese Emperor’s New Clothes Ying Compestine K - 3

The Year of the Book Andrea Cheng K - 3

Everybody Cooks Rice Norah Dooley K - 3

Little Daruma & Little Tengu: A Japanese Children’s Tale Satoshi Kako K - 3
Filipino Friends Liana Romulo K - 3

Barbed Wire Baseball Marissa Moss K - 4

Chef Roy Choi and the Street Food Remix June Jo Lee K - 6

Filipino Children's Favorite Stories Liana Romulo K - 9

Juna’s Jar Jane Bakh 1 - 2

Peach Heaven Yangsook Choi 1 - 2

Jouanah, a Hmong Cinderella
Jewell Reinhard &
Tzexa Cherta Coburn & Lee 1 - 2

A Different Pond Bao Phi 1 - 2

Hot Hot Roti for Dada-Ji Farhana Zia 1 - 2

Filipino Friends Liana Romulo 1 - 3

Sirena: A Mermaid Legend from Guam Tanya Chargualaf Taimanglo 1 - 2

The Moon Lady Amy Tan 1 - 3

Ling & Ting Series Grace Lin 1 - 4

A Kid's Guide to Asian American History Valerie Petrio 1 - 4

Alvin Ho: Allergic to Girls, School, and Other Scary Things Lenore Look 1 - 5

Ruby Lu Brave and True Lenore Look 1 - 5
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Tiger Boy Mitlali Perkins 1 - 5

Bobby the Brave (Sometimes) Lisa Yee 1 - 5

Lailah’s Lunchbox: A Ramadan Story Reem Faruqi 1 - 6

Auntie Yang's Great Soybean Picnic Ginnie Lo 2 - 3

King for a Day Rukhsana Khan 2 - 4

A Place Where Sunflowers Grow Amy Lee-Tai 2 - 4

Shining Star: The Anna May Wong Story Paul Yoo 2 - 4

Vanished Sheela Chari 2 - 6

Hello Universe Erin Entrada Kelly 2 - 6

Clara Lee and the Apple Pie Dream Jenny Han 2 - 6

1001 Cranes Naomi Hirahara 2 - 6
All About the Philippines: Stories, Songs, Crafts, and Games for
Kids Gidget Jimenez 2 - 6

Amina’s Voice Hena Khan 2 - 6

Listen, Slowly Thanhhà Lai 2 - 6

The Great Wall of Lucy Wu Wendy Wan-Long Shang 2 - 6
Stanford Wong Flunks Big-Time Lisa Lisa Yee Yee 2 - 6

Surfer of the Century: The Life of Duke Kahanamoku Ellie Crowe 3 - 5
Jasmine Toguchi: Mochi Queen (Jasmine Toguchi
Series #1) Debbi Florence 3 - 5

Aru Shah and the End of Time (Pandava Series #1) Roshani Chokshi 3 - 5
Front Desk Kelly Yang 3 - 5
Surfer of the Century: The Life of Duke Kahanamoku Ellie Crowe 3 - 5
Where’s Halmoni? Julie Kim 3 - 5

Maya Lin: Artist-Architect of Light and Lines

Jeanne
Dow

Walker Harvey
Phumiruk 3 - 5

Sylvia & Aki Winifred Conkling 3 - 6

Tales from the 7,000 Isles
Art
Nimfa

Guillermo
Rodeheaver 3 - 6

Full Cicada Moon Marilyn Hilton 3 - 6

Blackbird Fly Eryn Entrada Kelly 3 - 6

The Grand Plan to Fix Everything Uma Krishnaswami 3 - 6

Inside Out and Back Again Thanhhà Lai 3 - 6

Listen, Slowly Thanhhà Lai 3 - 6

Dumpling Days Grace Lin 3 - 6

The Year of the Rat Grace Lin 3 - 6

Where the Mountain Meets the Moon Grace Lin 3 - 6
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At Home in Her Tomb: Lady Dai and the Ancient Chinese
Treasure of Mawangdui Christine Liu-Perkins 3 - 6

In the Year of the Boar & Jackie Robinson Bette Bao Lord 3 - 6

The Great Wall of Lucy Wu Wendy Wan-Long Shang 3 - 6

Shooting Kabul N.H. Senzai 3 - 6

Meanwhile... (Graphic Novel) Jason Shiga 3 - 7

Goodbye, Vietnam Gloria Whelan 3 - 7

Secret Coders (Graphic Novel) Gene Luen Yang 3 - 7

Millicent Min, Girl Genius Lisa Yee 3 - 7

Stanford Wong Flunks Big-Time Lisa Yee 3 - 7

Dragonwings Lawrence Yep 3 - 7

Amulet (Graphic Novel) Kazu Kibuishi 3 - 12

Chi's Sweet Home (Graphic Novel) Konata Konami 3 - 12

Little Chamorrita, Did I Tell You? Mary C. Aflague

When My Name Was Keoto Linda Sue Park 4 - 7

A Single Shard Linda Sue Park 4 - 7

Project Mulberry Linda Sue Park 4 - 7

Cracker!: The Best Dog In Vietnam Cynthia Kadohata 4 - 8

The Thing About Luck Cynthia Kadohata 4 - 8

Kira-Kira Cynthia Kadohata 4 - 8

Weedflower Cynthia Kadohata 4 - 8
I Am Malala: How One Girl Stood Up for Education and Changed the
World (Young Readers Edition) Malala Yousafzai 4 - 12

Pashmina Nidhi Chanani 5 - 9

Finding Mighty Sheela Chari 5 - 9

The Thing About Luck Cynthia Kadohata 5 - 9

The Way to Bea Kat Yeh 6 - 9

Stand Up, Yumi Chung! Jessica Kim

The Islands at he End of the World Austin Aslan 6 - 12

Heart of a Samurai Margie Preus 6 - 12

Sidekicks (Graphic Novel) Dan Santat 6 - 12

The Arrival (Graphic Novel) Shaun Tan 6 - 12

Red Glass Laura Resau 7 - 10

Skunk Girl Sheba Karim 7 - 10

Tree Matters Gangu Bai 7 - 12

Since You Asked... Maureen Goo 7 - 12
Control Lydia Kang 7 - 12
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Growing up Filipino Stories for Young Adults Ceciliar
Manguerra
Brainard 7 - 12

Life of Pi Yann Martel 7 - 12

Drawing from Memory Allen Say 7 - 12

Moribito Nahoko Uehashi 7 - 12

American Born Chinese Gene Luen Yang 7 - 12

Love, Hate, and Other Filters Samira Ahmed 9 - 12

The Boss (Poetry) Victoria Chang 9 - 12

Southern Cross the Dog Bill Cheng 9 -12

Building Community, Chinatown Style Gordon Chin 9 - 12

The Boat by Le Nam Le 9 - 12

This Is a Bust Ed Lin 9 - 12

A Line in the Dark Malinda Lo 9 - 12
In the Shadow of the Banyan Vaddey Ratner 9 - 12

The Sympathizer Viet Thanh Nguyen 10 - 12

This is All I Choose to Tell Isabelle Thuy Pelaud 10 - 12

Catfish and Mandala Andrew Pham 10 - 12

The Eaves of Heaven Andrew Pham 10 - 12

Vietnamerica GB Tran 10 - 12

Ticket to Childhood: A Novel Nguyen Nhay Anh 11 - 12

Why Not Me? Mindy Kaling 11 - 12

Midnight's Children Salman Rushdie 11 - 12

The Joy Luck Club Amy Tan 11 - 12

This Earth of Mankind Pramoedya Ananta Toer 11 - 12

Oakland's Chinatown William Wong 11 - 12

The People in the Trees Hanya Yanagihara 11 - 12
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Newly Recommended Books
Title Author First

Name
Author Last

Name
Grade
Levels

Clever Little Witch Muon Thi Van TK - 2
Juna’s Jar Jane Bakh TK - 2
LIFT Minh Le TK - 2
Our Favorite Day Joowon Oh TK - 2
Puddle Hyewon Yum TK - 2
How to Solve a Problem: The Rise (and Falls) of a
Rock-Climbing Champion Ashima Shiraishi 3 - 5
Redwoods Jason Chin 3 - 5
Chef Roy Choi and the Street Food Remix June Jo Lee 3 - 5
The Fearless Flights of Hazel Ying Lee Julie Leung 3 - 5
In the Year of the Boar and Jackie Robinson Bette Bao Lord 4 - 7
This is Just a Test Wendy Shan 6 - 8
When you Trap a Tiger Tae Keller 6 - 8
Pippa Park Raises her Game Erin Yun 6 - 8
Unsettled Reem Fariuqi 6 - 8
The Marvelous Mirza Girls Sheba Karim 9 - 12
Parachutes Kelly Yang 9 - 12
I’ll Be the One Lyla Lee 9 - 12
Want Cindy Pon 9 - 12
Super Fake Love Song David Yoon 9 - 12
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